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DELAMISMAFORMA QUEELSARS-COV-2HARETRASADOLALLEGADA ALAS LIBRERIASDELANOVELANEGRA
CONTINTES SATIRICOS del emprendedor Daniel Bilbao que ibaa publicar en abril Editorial Mong, SL, y que esperamos
ver pronto en circulacion, el virus también ha trastocado los planes para el lanzamiento de Mataburros, el diccionario en el
que Dario Adanti desvela el auténtico sentido de las palabras. Los mecenas que contribuyeron a financiar la edicion yahan
sidoinformados: hasta septiembre, nada. Por tanto...iEstaralisto para poder afrontar mejor el segundo confinamiento!

ELESPACIO DEMONGOLIA PARA LASNOTICIAS REALES APARTIRDE AQUI, SISERIEES COSASUYA

“Habrd nuevas enfermedades. Es un hecho fatal. [...] El
conocimiento de enfermedades infecciosas ensefia a los hombres
que son hermanos y solidarios. Somos hermanos porque nos
amenaza el mismo peligro, solidarios porque el contagio viene, en
lamayoria de los casos, de nuestros semejantes”.

Charles Nicolle [Premio Nobel de Medicina de 1928],
Le Destin des Maladies Infectieuses, Lecons du College de
France, 1939.

FLAHAULT
YLACUEVA
DE PLATON

No es cierto que nadie avisara del brutal tsunami que se
avecinaba. Algunos de los mds reputados epidemidlogos
internacionales suplicaron en vano desde principios

de febrero que las autoridades del mundo se activaran
para hacer frente al coronavirus ante la indiferencia del
establishment politico, econémico y mediatico de los
paises occidentales. El abogado Herndan Garcés relata
sus esfuerzos desesperados para que estas advertencias

fueran al menos escuchadas.
PORHERNAN GARCES (ABOGADO)

“Mick Jagger de los virus”, una le-
yenda en la lucha por la salud glo-
bal, en la que dejaba caer unas per-
las que ponian los pelos de punta:
“No soy una persona alarmista pe-
ro creo que [el SARS-Cov-2] es se-
rio, en el sentido de que no pode-

nlostltimos afios,
por higiene men-
tal, dedico mas
tiempo a la lectu-
radelaprensa in-
ternacional que a
la nacional. Cual

fue mi sorpresa cuando el 28 de fe-
brero de 2020 aparece enlaportada
del Financial Times —la Biblia del
Poder— una entrevista al virologo
Peter Piot, codescubridor del virus
del ébola, al que describen como el

mos permitirnos no considerarlo

escenarios es que tengamos una
pandemia y creo que la situacion
va a empeorar mucho en China.
Y aqui [Europa] veremos muchos
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mas contagios. Es una corazonada.
Cuan grande va a ser, sinceramen-
te,nolosé”.

No podia creer lo que estaba le-
yendo y cuando volvi a leerla me
di cuenta de que la entrevista esta-
ba hecha el i13 de febrero! El doc-
tor Piot ain no sabia que el virus
se paseaba alegremente por Ita-
lia, que su “corazonada” se estaba
cumpliendo. Solo dos dias antes
habia enviado a mi madre, ante su
creciente inquietud de tener que
ir el 1de marzo por trabajo a Tokio,
un video con las palabras tranqui-
lizadoras del corresponsal de TVE
enltalia: “Esuntipo degripe[...]ise
extiende mas el alarmismo que los
datos!”. Llamé inmediatamente a
mi madre para decirle que tenia ra-
z6n,y anulase el viaje y tomasemos
todas las precauciones posibles,
por si acaso, ante la posible pande-
mia que anticipaba el doctor Piot.

Dicho esto, en aquel momen-
to alin no se me paso por la cabe-
zaque veriamos en Espafia las ima-
genes que nos llegaron de Wu-
han. Pero el 6 de marzo por la no-
che fue para mi un antes y un des-
pués. Vi en YouTube una terrori-
fica entrevista en la television in-
glesa Channel 4 al doctor Richard
J.Hatchett,una eminencia mundial
en la defensa contra las epidemias,
que terminaba ni mas ni menos que
con las siguientes palabras: “Llevo
mas de 20 anos trabajando de for-
ma completamente desapasionada
sin levantar la voz o hablando con
hipérboles. Esta es la enfermedad
mas aterradora que he encontra-
do en mi carrera, y esto incluye el
ébola, incluye el MERS e incluye el
SARS. Creo que lo més preocupan-
te de este virus es la combinacion
de infecciosidad y de capacidad de
causar una grave enfermedad o la
muerte”.

Desde ese instante entré en un
estado de agitaciéon permanente.
De inmediato empecé a ponerme
en contacto con decenas de fami-
liares y amigos haciéndoles lle-
gar las entrevistas de los reputadi-
simos epidemidlogos Piot y Hat-
chett, recomendandoles que sa-
liesen de casa solo para lo estricta-
mente necesario y, con muy escaso
éxito, solo convenci a dos perso-
nas. Larespuesta mas suave que re-
cibi fue que me estaba dejando lle-
var por el panico y en numerosos
grupos de amigos en WhatsApp
se burlaron. Personas muy cerca-
nas, a las que tengo en un altar por
su inteligencia, hacian caso omiso
a las palabras de Piot y Hatchett, a
pesar de suimpresionante curricu-
lum académico directamente rela-
cionado con el caso. Y como escri-
bi6é Albert Camus en La peste con
presciencia, continuaban con sus
asuntos, impasibles ante la llegada
delaplaga.

El7 de marzo por lamafiana, con
gran estupefaccion, no encontré en
los principales periédicos naciona-
les ningun eco de la extrema gra-
vedad de la situacién. Empecé una
busqueda compulsiva en la prensa
internacional de algin articulo que
reforzase los argumentos de auto-
ridad de los incuestionables Piot y
Hatchett. Valga decir también que
aquella era un desierto, pero en-
contré en el periddico digital fran-
cés Mediapart un oasis; se trataba
de una entrevista al profesor suizo
Antoine Flahault, director del Ins-
tituto de Salud Global de la Univer-
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‘ Lunch with the FT Peter Piot ‘

Td rather be accused of
overreacting than of not

doingmy job _

The celebrated ‘virus hunter’' made =

his name tackling Ebola and Aids.

Over truffle and suckling pig in

Soho, he talks to David Pilling about

his many close shaves, being

inspired by Tintin —and how we
should respond to the coronavirus

eter Piot, tall, with grey stub-
ble and a determined gait,
sticks out hishand. A micro-

biologist and one of the

world’s most famous “virus
‘hunters” — welater decide “virus detec-
tive”ismoreapt —he evidently deemsit
safe to shake hands at this moment of
coronavirus panic.

At71, Piotisa rock-star virologist, the
‘Mick Jagger of microbes. The man who
‘helped discover Ebola when he was 27
and who led the fight against HIV-Aids
is alegend in global health. Charming,
rebellious and with little patience for
protocol or authority, he has spent a
lifetime battling bureaucracy as well
asdisease.

Fortunately for me, the now director
of the London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine and recipient of
numerous awards — including the
Order of the Leopard from the former
Zaire — is also great company, a wine
loveranda foodie.

On this blustery London afternoon,
he plonks down an espresso-sized plas-
tic cup on the restaurant’s marble din-
ingcounter. It contains a black truffle he
‘has purchased from a nearby delicates-
sen with the intention of asking the chef
to prepare something togowithit. This,
Ipredict, is goingtobe an epic lunch.

“I'm in your hands, Peter,” I say, dele-
gating the ordering to him. “That's
really very dangerous,” he replies, a
playful look on this face, as we take up
our position at his favourite corner spot
at the counter of Bocca di Lupo, asuperb
Italian tapas bar in Soho. Although heis
a egular, he scans the menu with the
intensity of a doctor examining a medi-
cal chart, announcing various items in

BOCCA DI LUPO.
T2 Archer Streef, Soho,
London WID7B8

'his Dutch-accented English.
“Braised artichokesand potatoesfrom  Boffleor20m
Rome. Gri ine—buttheyare  EloGrssoBarolo  £123
somessy. Monk’sbeard. 1 like that. This ~ Sageleaves
i ant. And do you £

have sea bream carpaccio?” he asks the
‘waiter, is i

Seabreamcarpaccio  £8

in anticipati order. “Vitello ton-
nato 1 like also,” Piot says. “Let’s see

Spinachand

Phil appears to be absent, so Piot
takes charge. The FT is payingand 'm
hift to the b

‘happy tosee hi:
half of the wine list. “It’s between a
Barolo ora Brunello di i

Tuscany,” he says, undecided, before
settling on a2011 Elio Grasso. “Barolo is
likethe Burgundy of taly.”

‘The waiteris already planninga post-
bottle glass of something bolder for us,

ricottaravioll 24
Spaghettiwith
olland gariic £
28
Borlofflbeans &
£0
Sparking waterx2 €8
Almondgranita 7
Gelato %
Americano =

togowith

Before that, there’ll be borlotti beans
prepared Neapolitan-style with winter
tomatoes and basil. And, for the truffle,
two pasta dishes: spinach and ricotta
ravioli, and some simple spaghetti with
oil and garlic.

“So, that’s already the most important
decision of the day,” Piot says with a
winkas the bottle arrives and we take a
sip of the beautifully rounded wine.
“Cheers. To Africa;” he says, a continent
to which he has returned again and

again outhis career.

‘When what turned out to be a sample
of the Ebola virus extracted from a Bel-
gian nun arrived in two vials, one
smashed, at the lab where he was work-
ing as young microbiologist in 1976, he
couldn’t wait to get started. He was
gripped by what he calls “the rush of
adrenalin that comes with a mystery
outbreak”. He was wearing no protec-
tive suitor mask.

“I could’ve died several times,” he
says, recounting how, during that epi-
demic, he refused to board a helicopter
after smelling alcohol on the pilot’s
breath. It crashed, killing everyone on
board, including the man who had
taken his seat. “The absence of bad luck
inlifeisthe mostimportant thing”

Iwant to hear his views on the out-
break that is happening right now: coro-
‘navirus. Iwonderif weare not overreact-

Total (nc service) £27225

ing. Afterall, sofarit has killed a fraction

veal, something I don’t normally eat.

off flu
“’'mnot ing type,” he

jailing them. China’s policy changed
decisively after that encounter.
Our pasta has arrived and the waiter
grates generous slices of Piot's truffle
oo ;

the marginalised, from gay Cubans and
Chinese methadone addicts to sex
workers in Nepal. Prejudice was the
‘main engine of the Aids epidemic. He
hasal i ion of

and the rapidly vanishing wine is
smoothandlovely.

How did Piot get intoall of this? Grow-

i ide of Flanders

leaders, including Nelson Mandela —
who radiated “natural wisdom and
authority” —and Fidel Castro, who kept

— whathe thought of then as “the most
boring place on Farth” — he wanted to
escape. “I wanted adv d to see

‘himup till 3am in and
then sent him cigars every Christmas.
In recent years, he has been increas-

the world,” he says, adding that he
devoured books from Tintin to Living-
stone’s exploration of Africa. “I was
stone’ nof A&

ngh Japan,a
country he first visited in 1981. “1 left
after two days. I thought this was not for
me. The taxi driver with white gloves

but

‘who holds the d dall that. It

‘what could I discover when the whole
‘world had already been discovered?”

t university in Ghent, he
studied engineering, but
switched to medicine. A few

years later, when he was
LoD

‘wasanacquired taste as far asI was con-
cerned.” About a decade ago, he changed
‘his mind. “I decided there’s absolutely
no way I will ever understand what the
hellisgoingon. I can'tread, I can't spealk,
Idon’tunderstand. Itwassoliberating”
1askforan Americano with vanilla ice
cream. Pi ffee. “Gives me

inalab in Antwerp, those vials arrived

tachycardia,” he explains, ordering an

from whatis

Ticof Congo, and he boarded a plane for
Kinshasa. His passport had expired but,
in those more innocent days, he some-
howwangled his way on tothe planeand

Piot is near the end of a second five-
year term as director of the London
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine,
more than half of whose staff is now

Of Kinshasa, he says: “You love it or
you hate it. I went straight from Ant-
werp. Boom. I fell in love within 24
hours. I dove into the water and I swam
and1 could survive. Iembraced it fully.”

‘Yambuku, epicentre of the outbreak,
‘was gripped with fear. e and a handful
of more senior colleagues began their
detective work, eventually discovering
that the virus was being spread by the
Belgian nuns who were injecting preg-
nant mothers with a vitamin shot using
reusableneedles. “I was the one whotold
them,” he says, though in his book — No
Time to Lose— he recollects that the nuns
didn’tfully absorb whathe was saying.

Irecall from the book other madcap
incidents. Whenhe wasin Congothefirst
time, he flew in a tiny plane to another
suspected outbreak. As I remember it,
helooked out of the window to see one of
the wings break off. “Not the wing,” he
splutters, stabbing a succulent ravioli.
“It was an engine. If it was the wing, I
‘wouldn’t have been here for this meal.
ButI'mreally notarisk-taker. 'm scared
of skiingdownhill and parachuting”

He was initially embarrassed to
receive the Order of the Leopard from
Mobutu Sese Seko, the Kleptocrat then
running Congo. Subsequently he found

prolong-
inghistenure a few more years, prompt-
ingme to tease him that he's been hang-
ing out with too many dictators for
‘whom two terms s just not enough. No,

‘Kofi Annan called me on
aSunday afternoon. He
said, “Peter, you're a brave
man, but nobody has ever
won against the People’s
Republic of China™

he says, he is already planning what
comes next: mentoring young health
workers, and possibly something in bio-
tech. London, where he lives with his
second wife, Heidi Larson, a renowned
anthropologist, islikely toremain home.
Why, incidentally, does he dislike the
term “virus hunter”? “Well, it’s not that
P'm actively hunting. Things happen.
shit happens. It's more understanding
what’s going on,” he says, comparing
what he does to solving a mystery. “So,
‘maybe detectiveis abetter word”
Iremind him of Laurie Garrett’s book
The Coming Plague. In our arms race

ituseful for getting out of
Jittery soldiers. “I've lots of funny deco-
rations. Not funny. I have to be very
respectful here. The Order of the Lion
from Senegal, the Order of the Rising
Sun from Japan.”

‘What did he get the Japanese honour
for?“I'venoidea, they don'ttell you. It's
not like here you have this ridiculous,
someone becomes ‘Sir so-and-so for
servicesto the food industry’” hesays of

itail ist. In Belgium, where

with
tined tolose? Piot quotes Louis Pasteur:
“Messieurs' — because they were all
men in those days — ‘microbes will
alwayshavethelastword.”

Piot thinks differently. “If we donoth-
ing, then that's the case;” hesays, partic-
ularly since new viruses — as coronavi-
rus appears to have done — can always
jump from animal to human. But these
days far more people die of non-
diseases than of infec-

hewasmadea baron, he had to comeup
with a crest design. He chose the red
HIV ribbon and the motto “Ken uzelf”,
or“Know thyself”.

Our crispy-tender slices of suckling
pig have arrived, together with two
glasses of Sagrantino, a more powerful

says. “But I think this is serious in the
sense that we can't afford not to con-
sideritasaseriousthreat.
“It could be that, indeed, it’s going to
be over ina few months,” he continues,
chinginto a tempt d

Piot is explaining how much he likes
thefood in Japan, where he collaborates
on a PhD programme with Nagasaki
University. “Lifeistooshortforbad food
and bad wine,” he says, swirling the

crun
leaf. “But just take the counterfactual.
We say, ‘OK, it’s fine and we don’t do
anything” T bet that we would already
have had far more cases in Singapore,
the UK, Germany. Let’s not forget, we
are already well over 1,000 deaths.
That's nota detail”

eare meeting on Febru-
ary 13, since when
nearly 1,500 more peo-
ple have died, and seri-
ous outbreaks have

occurred in South Korea, Iran and Italy.
Japan b e cl fall

‘What's the worst-case scenario with
coronavirus, I ask. “That we'll have a
pandemic he replies. “Ithink twill get
much worsein China. And here we will
'see more and more transmission. That’s
‘my gut feeling. But how big it’s going to
be, Ihonestly don'tknow.”

He praises the role of the World
Health Organization, which he says is
nimbler under Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, an Ethiopianand s first Afri-
can director. Dr Tedros has been criti-
cised for going easy on China, which
suppressed information in the early

its schools and Saudi Arabia a halt on
pilgrimages to Mecca. Stock markets
have slumped in anticipation of a fur-
ther spread of isrupti

stages of

he could have his five minutes of fame
by bashing China. But what happens
afterwards? You need to work with

them,” he says, scoopi juicy

“Now, let’s say, the mortality rateis 1
per cent. So, the big question is, how
many people will get infected? Are we
talking about hundreds of thousands or
‘millions?Now 1 per centof one millionis
10,000; that’s 10,000 people who will
die hesays.

“It’s clearly not Sars;” he continues,
referring to severe acute respiratory
syndrome, which killed nearly one in 10
who contracted it 17 years ago. “That’s
the good news. But the bad news is, it
spreads much faster. The Sars virussits
deep in your lungs. With this virus, it
seems that it's in your throat and that’s
whyit's far more contagious.

“Secondly, we have no vaccine. Allwe
have is medieval ways of containment:
isolation, quarantine, contact tracing”

Piot remembers hearing about the
first cases of a ous virus in Los

“It’s a fine line. I learnt this the hard
way,” he says, referring to 2002 when
UNAids, the organisation he ran from
1995 to 2008, issued the so-called
“Titanic Peril” report, which argued
that China had many more cases of HIV
than itwas admitting. “It’s the only time
that my then boss, Kofi Annan, called
me on a Sunday afternoon. He said,
“Peter, you're a brave man, but nobody
has ever won against the People’s
Republicofchina”

Piot gritted his teeth and publicly
apologised. still, he remembers ameet-
ing a few years later with Wen Jiabao,
then premier, in the Hall of the Purple
Light in Zhongnanhai, the communist
party’sinner sanctum.

“Wen asked me, ‘What’s the situation,
what should we do?” And I thought, you

Angelesin1981. “The first report of HIV
was six or seven gay men in California.
Cumulatively, now we have, like, 75m
peaple who have been infected. Who
would have thought that then? Nobody.
1d rather be accused of overreacting
thanofnot doingmyjob”

We're both busy with the food. 'm
trying thevitellotonnato — thinslices of

have AmIgoingto
be diplomatic or am I going to say the
truth? He must have seen it. He said,
“Forget who I am. Forget that we're the
Communist party. Tell me what you
think and I'll see what I can do.” Piot
advised Beijing to be more open about
the problem and to work with people
who were vulnerable, including drug
addicts and sex workers, rather than

wine
As head of UNAids, Piot.

tiousones, hesays.

“Collectively, we’ve done quite agood
job. That's why we need, how tosayit, a
fire brigade,” he says, of a stronger and
better-prepared global health system.
“You don't set up a fire brigade when
your houseis already on fire.”

T
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sidad de Ginebra, eminencia mun-
dial de la epidemiologia —iya iban
tres! —, y ademés biomatematico,
que estaba en la misma frecuencia
que los precedentes. El titular era
muy elocuente: “A este ritmo Fran-
ciase encontrara en lamisma situa-
cibén que Italia”.

Ya entonces la situacién en Es-
pafia era mucho mas preocupante
que en Francia: éalgo mas que afna-
dir? Como hice con los doctores
Piot y Hachtett busqué en Google
acerca de Flahault para saber si se
habia manifestado antes, pero a di-
ferencia de aquellos encontré una
minade oro enlapégina de noticias
francesa Slate en una serie de arti-
culos coredactados con Jean-Yves
Nau. Creo quelos titulares son bas-
tan para hacerse una idea del con-
tenido:

1) 24 de enero de 2020: “‘Hay que
temblar frente al coronavirus chi-
no? Laemergencia, en China, de un

nuevo agente patégeno para el ser
humano plantea una serie de inte-
rrogantes médicos, econdmicos y
diplomaticos a escala planetaria”.
2) 30 de enero de 2020: “¢Estamos
correctamente preparados frente
al nuevo coronavirus?”.

3) 4 de febrero de 2020: “Coronavi-
rus: la epidemia progresa, la OMS
pierde velocidad”.

4) 28 de febrero de 2020: “El coro-
navirus, sin precedentes en la his-
toria de las epidemias”.

La noche del 7 al 8 de marzo
apenas pude dormir. Mis queri-
dos compatriotas se dirigian a una
trampa por la incompetencia sis-
témicay la negacidon més absoluta
de larealidad por gran parte de los
medios de comunicacién y de los
dirigentes politicos, salvo honro-
sas excepciones, como, por ejem-
plo, la ministra Yolanda Diaz, a la
que gran parte de la oposicion, la

prensaconservadoray la CEOE co-
rri6 a gorrazos por advertir sobre
la peligrosidad del virus e intentar
aplicar el principio de precaucion
como exigialaley. Incluso La Mon-
cloaladesautoriz6.

La situaciéon me llenaba una
honda tristeza: eventos deportivos
multitudinarios, aglomeraciones
en los transportes publicos, mitin
de VOX en Vistalegre, las manifes-
taciones del 8M (que, no olvide-
mos, fueron respaldadas también
por la plana mayor del PP y Ciuda-
danos), etcétera. iCuinta razon te-
nian los versos de Gil de Biedma!:
“son hombres quienes han vendido
al hombre /los que han convertido
alapobreza/ysecuestradolasalud
de Espafa”.

Durante mi duermevelallegué a
la conclusion de que algo tenia que
hacer, por modesto que fuera. Deci-
di ponerme en contacto con el pro-
fesor Flahault para enviar su entre-

Eminencias como
Piot, Hatchett
Flahault avisaban
al mundo, pero

en Esparnia no se
les escuchaba

Ibamos hacia
una trampa por
la incompetencia
sistémica y la
negacion total
de la realidad

vista a diestro y siniestro, al mayor
numero de personas influyentes
posible. Gracias a su extrema ama-
bilidad, pude llevar a cabo mi de-
seo, entrevistarle el 9 de marzo por
lanocheypublicarelllde marzoen
Agenda Ptiblicasu entrevista conel
siguiente titular: “Preparemos psi-
colégicamente ala poblacién espa-
fiola para unasituacién como laita-
liana”. Iluso de mi, de nada sirvio.
Espafa seguia en estado de nega-
cién. Ese mismo dia, 3.000 madri-
lefios viajaron a Liverpool para ver
jugar al Atlético de Madrid y como
sefnald, con humor negro, el tuite-
ro @javieralbisu, «es de las cosas
mas turbias que les hemos hecho
a los ingleses desde Felipe II». El
resto ya es historia, aunque al me-
nos la revista Mongolia, que cada
dialogra acercarse un poco mas al
admirado Canard Enchainé, puso
en marchaunblog diario en suweb
para que las observaciones y esti-
maciones de Flahault se empeza-
rana escuchar también en Espafia*.

Grandes epidemidlogos, de
la talla del profesor Flahault, lle-
van afios predicando en el desier-
to la llegada de una pandemia. Si
alguna leccién tenemos que sa-
car de esta terrible tragedia es que
es necesario no contentarnos con
las sombras que muchas perso-
nas proyectan, con espurios inte-
reses o no, refugiados en nuestra
cueva mental para distraernos de
la realidad, y salir, por responsabi-
lidad, a buscar la luz y exigir una
salud publica de calidad y un ver-
dadero estado social y democra-
tico de derecho. Est4 en nuestras
manos y, como hemos compro-
bado, nos puede ir la vida en ello.

*Elblog ‘Flahault en espafiol’
seeditacadadiaen
revistamongolia.com/reality, la
seccién de informaciénde larevis-
tasatirica. Recoge lamayor par-
tedelas observacionesy estima-
ciones diarias difundidas de for-
ma sintética por Flahault, traduci-
das al espariol por cortesia de Fran-
cisca Duran. En apenas un minuto
aldiapermite hacerse unaidea de
lasituaciénreal delalucha contra
la pandemia en el mundo, conin-
formaciones relevantes selecciona-
das por el prestigioso epidemidlogo
y biomatemadtico suizo, director del
Instituto de Salud Global de la Uni-
versidad de Ginebra. ¥




